Gene Burt Johnson Davis Remembers:

* The front porch ...
Daddy would bring 3 watermelon from the field and cut it on the cement
bankser poet ot the end of the fron porch. We woukd sptthe seedscfthe
into the yard. I don't ever remember watermelon growing the

Suinging in the porch swing and hearing Lucile, our maid, Snging “Swing
£ Swest Craroxae we wers v she wuskd ciep erfeede |
front of her and in back of her as she kept the beat. I always tried to
that too.

* Games...

Playing ‘Rock School” and making mud pies on the front steps and
*Hopscotch’ on the front walk. Playing *Mother May I2” and “Ain't No
Boogers Out Tonight” in the front yard.

* The road...and the view down the road...
It was a long walk to my Papa John's (Burt) service station. It was even

caught in the sand and I fell down. 1 had to walk the bike all the way back
up the hill and I cried the whole way!

1 remember my Daddy’s story about having to walk to the Atianta Highway

down that road to catch the bus. One story he told was about having a

Science project about Trees. He had glued leaves and identified the trees on
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not ride the bus but one year in high school and only in the afternoon.

don't remember having to walk up the road though.

At the foot of the hill, below Carol Vi, the road forked to the left and led to
Alex, Jimmy and Linda’s house and the Quarters. Mama and Aunt Louise
took turns In taking us to and picking us up from Dalraida Elementary
School. If Aunt Louise was the driver, she let Charlie and me off at the foot
of the hill. If Mama was the driver, she let Alex, Jimmy and Linda off at the
foot of the hill. One time Alex had gotten in trouble and had to stay after
school. When Mama let them off, they all started running home, s0 Mama
sped up to our house to call Aunt Louise before they got home!

* The yard...
The cedar tree i the back yard had a hoke nthe trunk a th base of the
tree.” Papa Johnson picked up nais from all around and put them

hole. Daddy, Mama and I aiso would put nals n I to. Uncle wylle told me
that they would turn to gold. Daddy told me that if we saved a ti

Qoing fak, we wers Saving money.

* Playing in the cotton wagons full of cotton...



*
1 had the front bedroom above Mama and Daddy’s room. Mama made blue
gingham curtains and it was painted biue. In the summer the breeze would
blow the curtains - imagine a room nowadays with four windows. If the

wind wasn't blowing it was really hot, I remember the sheets sticking to me

turn on the electric blanket! I really don't remember having many colds
though - fresh air must be good for you.

my bedroom, you could hear someone coming upstairs to see if you
really had gotten up. Usually Mama and Daddy would call (yell) from
downstairs and tell us to get up — Charlie and I would call back and say we
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t00 long, they would come up Stairs to make us get up. Most of the time we
could e them coming up th stairs and mauy be up by the time they got
upstairs!

* The livi e
1 remember iting I the blg whits wing back chair and reading In the
S e U P
‘west although I don't remember the name of th

The plano was In the lving room when 1 first started rzkmg piano. 1
remember trying to practice but not being able to remen! h
teacher had explained from the las esson. The lving room wasn't always
heated in the winter 5o the piano was later moved to the room behind Mama
and Daddy’s bedr

* The dining room...
Dinners in the dining room were special. There were always flower

rs that were in the dining room weren't pretty but they always
fad great bounty from th fam - beet rom Dacy’s cows, Qualland dove
from Daddy’s hunts, and all the vegetabies that Mama froze
garder

Lremember my 16% Birthday Party ot Carc Vi, I had 2 Dinner
Party/ Spend the Night Party. Mama said that the Dinner Party was very
clogant -fine china and Siver, 16 fosea s 3 centerpiece and girs n curers
eating the dinner! We ‘spent the night” in the upstairs landing - it was big
enough for all the girls and quilts and pillows! Mama said that we did
sleep’ but played on the stairwell all night long. Of course we slept in the
‘morning thoug!




